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Biology 11 - Ecology Review


Vocabulary – define the following terms:
	1. abiotic factor
2. biotic factor

3. population

4. community

5. ecosystem

6. biome

7. biosphere

8. growth rate

9. exponential growth

10. carrying capacity

11. logistic growth

12. density-dependent factor
13. density-independent factor
14. steady state

15. competition

16. symbiosis

17. predation

18. interspecific competition

19. intraspecific competition

20. commensalism
	21. mutualism
22. parasitism

23. ectoparasite

24. endoparasite

25. kleptoparasite

26. grazing

27. parasitoid

28. camouflage

29. warning colouration

30. mimicry

31. Batesian mimicry

32. Mullerian mimicry

33. aggressive mimicry

34. niche

35. producer

36. primary consumer

37. secondary consumer
38. tertiary consumer

39. decomposer

40. pioneer species

41. climax community


Review Questions – answer the following questions:
1. Give some examples of abiotic and biotic factors in ecosystems.

2. Distinguish between the three different kinds of symbiosis with reference to benefit/harm of each partner.

3. How do species avoid unnecessary interspecific competition in natural ecosystems?

4. What is the difference between predation and grazing?
5. What is the difference between camouflage and mimicry?
6. What are some predatory adaptations?  What are some anti-predator adaptations?

7. Which chemical reaction is the ultimate source of all energy in ecosystems?

8. Describe energy flow within an ecosystem.  How much energy transfers between each layer of the energy pyramid, and why?
9. Describe the carbon, nitrogen, and phosphorus cycles.

10. Why are decomposers so important to ecosystems?

11. What are the two main abiotic factors that control the distribution of terrestrial biomes?  What global features control these two factors?

12. Briefly describe the abiotic and biotic characteristics of the major terrestrial biomes: tropical rainforest, savanna, desert, temperate grassland, and tundra.

13. What is believed to be the primary cause of global warming?

Diagrams:

1. Make a diagram of a logistic growth curve. Label the important parts of the curve: exponential growth, carrying capacity, steady state.

2. Make a simplified diagram of the carbon cycle.  Label the important components of the diagram: producer, consumer, decomposer, 

