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Teacher – Mr.Nolan
jnolan@sd61.bc.ca
Welcome to Biology 11!  This is an academic course that examines the diversity of living things, as products of the process of evolution.  Concepts and vocabulary can be challenging and complex, so a strong commitment to attendance, study, and periodic review are essential to success in this course.

A. Topics we will cover
1. Evolution – genetics, selection, adaptation and evolution
2. Microbiology – taxonomic classification, prokaryotes and viruses
3. Plant biology – algae, nonvascular and vascular plants
4. Animal biology – major groups of invertebrates, and chordates
5. Ecology – ecological processes from the level of the population to the biosphere
B. Class format

Classes follow a university or college style of presentation.  Skeleton notes will be provided and students will be expected to add to them during class time as directed.  Activities, laboratories, and projects will compliment classroom instruction.

C. Marks
Marks in the class are cumulative: there are no fixed term marks, scores are added throughout the semester and the mark is constantly evolving.  Marks can come from five different sources:
1. Laboratories: 30-40% – in-class observations of organisms and larger experiments
2. Unit tests: 30-40% – biweekly evaluations covering an entire unit

3. Homework: 0-10% – unit reviews and miscellaneous projects
4. Quizzes: 0-10% – weekly evaluations of current topics

5. Final exam: 20% –final evaluation covering the whole course
Assignments will be accepted late, without penalty, up until the assignment is marked and handed back (usually in one or two weeks).  Any outstanding work at this time will be assigned a mark of incomplete, and it will be your responsibility to meet with me and receive a different assignment to demonstrate your understanding of the topic.

One retest opportunity will be provided for each of the unit tests.  Retest times will be scheduled in advance and it is your responsibility to remember them and to ensure your own attendance!  Retest marks will be the final marks for that unit, even if they are lower than the original.

D. Materials for class

· pen and pencil

· a dedicated Biology 11 binder 

· coloured pencil crayons or pens

· ruler, glue stick, eraser, calculator are often useful

· textbook 
E. Absences and academic honesty
If you are absent, you must bring a note from your parent, doctor, etc. explaining the reason for your absence and indicating the date(s) of your absence.  If you miss a test for a valid reason, you will write a retest outside of class time (see above).  If no valid note is received you will be assigned a mark of incomplete and be given a different assignment to demonstrate your understanding.
Plagiarism and cheating are serious offences and will not be tolerated.  You will receive a mark of incomplete and be given a different assignment to demonstrate your understanding.
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Biology Contact Information

Dear parents and guardians, please take the time to read through the previous pages and fill in the blanks below to indicate that you have understood what will be required of you and your student.  Education is a shared responsibility that is supported as much at home as it is inside the classroom, and your assistance with ensuring the punctuality, attendance, and work habits of your students is crucial for their academic success.  Any contact information that you are willing to provide will allow me to pass on any information or concerns throughout the semester.  Thank you!

Name of parent/guardian: ____________________________________

Day phone: ___________________

Evening phone: ___________________

E-mail: ________________________________________

Name of parent/guardian: ____________________________________
Day phone: ___________________

Evening phone: ___________________
E-mail: ________________________________________
Comments/questions for Mr. Nolan:

Students: please return the completed form to Mr. Nolan as soon as possible!

